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Jesus (hrist Superstar’ on 50th anniversary tour

Above left, the iconic Last Supper scene in "Jesus Christ Superstar." Above right, Judas Isacariot, played by James Delisco Beeks, with silver all over his hands to signify the 30
pieces of silver for which he sold his friend and leader. Photos by Evan Zimmerman

CELESTE HOLLISTER
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If history is most often written by the winners, then it’s up
to the losers to tell the truth.

Though sometimes, as is the case with Jesus Christ, the
story gets mixed up in the retelling, and the line between
victory and loss becomes irreversibly blurred. Heroes face
doubt. Friendships falter. And often, in the end, it comes
down to one man who must sacrifice everything.

In this case, that man is Judas Iscariot.

“If it wasn’t for Judas, the redemption of Jesus would not
have been possible,” explained James Delisco Beeks, who
plays Judas in the rock opera "Jesus Christ Superstar." “He’s
seen as this betrayer and villain, when honestly, his sacrifice
was just as great or even greater than Jesus’ because Judas is
forever condemned.”

Thus, Judas comes forward in this play to tell his story and
set the record straight.

Fifty years ago, when "Jesus Christ Superstar” first hit
Broadway, the idea of Judas as a protagonist proved quite
controversial. Many people weren’t ready to sympathize with
the man who would ultimately betray Jesus to his death.

As a musical, "Jesus Christ Superstar” tells its story through
rock music, with dialogue and slang terms lifted from the
70s, a time of similar struggle for civil rights, love and ac-
ceptance. It’s easy to imagine Jesus as this awesome rockstar

up on stage, thronged by adoring fans and an entourage of
devoted disciples, c?elivering a controversial message that has
finally reached the ears of the powers that be.

Enter Judas, a man who mindfully watches Jesus from the
wings, the Aaron Burr to his Hamilton, the Salieri to his Mo-
zart. As a man so close to Jesus, Judas holds a unique perspec-
tive into the political gears that wind around them. But back
when "Jesus Christ Superstar” first debuted, this perspective
was not something people felt comfortable discussing.

“There was a lot of protest because [the play] was told
from Judas” point of view,” Beeks said. “An interesting thing
to mention is that the gospel of Judas was found in the 40s,
then translated in 1972, right around the time this show
originally opened. It tells the story from his perspective, put-
ting things into a different light.”

The play begins in the final days of Jesus Christ’s life,
about six days before his crucifixion. Although Jesus contin-
ues to spread his message of love and peace, he is becoming
increasingly irritated with his followers. Judas, worried that
Jesus is pushing too far with his radical ideals, feels that Jesus
will soon invoke the wrath of the Romans upon the Jewish
people. This push-and-pull relationship between Judas and
Jesus holds a precarious balance at the play’s heart, as the
two men struggle with the difficult choices that will define
this pivotal moment in history.

However, Beeks went on to explain that the Biblical con-
text of the play matters less than the story and the charac-

Friday, Oct. 4
* Friday Afternoon Club, 4 p.m., Gru-

ene Hall
* Eric Gerber, 6 p.m., Three Dudes Winery
* Sophia Johnson, 6 p.m,, Black's BBQ
* The Jonathans, 6 p.m., Riley’s Tavern
* Marvin Bottera & Broken Glass, 6:30
p.m., Middleton Brewery

| * Dead AirV, 7 p.m.,Wake the Dead

* Rob Roy Parnell's Blues Band, 7 p.m,

Gruene Hall
* Matt Caldwell, 8 p.m., Cheatham Street
Warehouse
¢ Skinny Williams Jr. & Lina Clarke & the
Petals, 8:30 p.m., The Coffee Bar
* Myke Miller, 9 p.m., The Growling
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* James Hand, 9 p.m,, Riley's Tavern

Saturday, Oct. 5
* Casper Rawls Band, | p.m., Gruene Hall
* Kasey Thornton, 4 p.m., Hops & Grain
* Jordan Matthew Young, 4 p.m., Roughhouse Brewing
* Billy Dee, 6 pm,, Black's BBQ
* Beth & the Back Road Boys, 7 p.m., Middletown Brewery
* Pareidolia Jazz Jam, 8:30 p.m., The Coffee Bar
* Kid Atomic, 9 p.m., The Growling
* Stoney Larue, 9 p.m., Gruene Hall

Sunday, Oct. 6

* Sarah Wallace, | | am. AquaBrew
* Adam Johnson Band, 12:30 p.m., Gruene Hall
* Emily Herring, | p.m., Black's BBQ
* Braydon Sink, 3 p.m., Middleton Brewery
* Tommy Elskes and Kings of Dixie, 5 p.m., Gruene Hall

SUBMIT MUSIC LISTINGS TO THE SAN MARCOS DAILY RECORD AT
RWILLIS@SANMARCOSRECORD.COM

ters themselves.

“It’s a timeless story,” Beeks said. “It could be told today.
It could be told 2,000 years ago. The set that we have looks
like it could either be a building that’s being constructed or
being demolished.”

According to Beeks, the play’s theme of creation versus
destruction is meant to evoke questions about the story’s
deeper meaning, which goes deeper than winning or losing,
but how we choose to live, instead.

“Which way are we gonna go?” Beeks asked. “Are we going
to continue to be destructive in humanity, or are we going
to be a creative force? With the political climate that’s going
on now, we can see the parallels between then and today.
But Judas” and Jesus’ love for humanity is very relevant, and
that’s something we need to look at. We need a lot more
love in the world. I hope that people walk away with a little
bit more love in their heart... That’s the overall message we're
hoping to show.”

The 50th Anniversary Tour of "Jesus Christ Superstar" be-
gins in Austin at the Bass Concert Hall, Oct. 8-13, Tuesday
through Friday, at 8 p.m.; Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
and Sunday at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets start at $30 and are
available at BroadwayinAustin.com, texasperformingarts.
org, the Bass Concert Hall ticket office, all Texas Box Office
Outlets, and by phone at 512-477-6060. For groups of 10
or more, call 877-275-3804 or email Austin.groups@broad-
wayacrossamerica.com.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Chair Yoga
WHEN: Fridays, 10-11 a.m.
WHERE: The Price Center
WHAT: Enjoy safe, relaxing stretching & strengthening exer-
cises for all ages & ability levels. Class is $5.

Centro Adult Survival Spanish Class
WHEN: Fridays, 1:30-2:45 p.m.
WHERE: Centro Cultural, 211 Llee St.
WHAT: Whether you are new fo the language or a seasoned
speaker, "Adult Survival Spanish," aims fo bring a fun & interac-
five experience in enhancing your Spanish skills! Begins Oct. 4.
Free & Open fo the community
INFO: 512-878-0640

San Marcos Texas Lions Club Meeting
WHEN: Fridays, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
WHERE: San Marcos Activity Center, 501 E. Hopkins St.
WHAT: Meeting starts at noon with time for fellowship at 11:30
a.m. Lunch is $8 and can be paid by cash or credit card.
INFO: sanmarcoslionsclub.org

Farmers Market
WHEN: Saturdays, @ a.m.-1 p.m.
WHERE: San Anfonio Street on south side of the courthouse.
WHAT: Fresh produce, arts & crafts every Saturday downtown.

Aerobic Dance Class
WHEN: Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
WHERE: The Price Center

WHAT: Come join a free aerobic dance class.

Storytime
WHEN: Oct. 4, 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.
WHERE: San Marcos Public Library
WHAT: Great stories, songs, and fun for children.

VFW Post 3413 Friday Morning Breakfast
WHEN: Oct. 4, 8 a.m.
WHERE: 1701 Hunter Road
WHAT: All Veterans & spouses are welcome.

Yarn in the Community
WHEN: Oct. 4, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WHERE: San Marcos Public Library
WHAT: The library invites all fiber folks to enjoy sewing, knit-
ting, or crocheting in good company.

Baby Storytime
WHEN: Oct. 4, 12 p.m.

WHERE: San Marcos Public Library
WHAT: An early literacy playgroup for pre-walkers.

iMariachi y Mas!
WHEN: Oct. 5, 12 p.m.to 1 p.m.
WHERE: San Marcos Public Library
WHAT: To honor Hispanic Heritage Month, the library is holding
a family-friendly fiesta with special musical guest Mariachi Nueva

Generacién, one of the leading university mariachis in Texas.
INFO: 512-393-8200



